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FACTS AND FIGURES

Established in 2006 as a merger of six different institutions, each having a long history and a diverse institutional 
profile

4 Faculties
About 250 professors and 500 researchers
18 Emeritus Professors
Over 16 000 Students
Around 50 Bachelor’s and around 50 Master’s programs.
Around 30 research institutes and centers.

Educational and research bases throughout different regions of Georgia.



Georgia
საქართველო
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Territory - 69,700 km2

Population – 3 980 000

Capital - Tbilisi



Georgia

Population

Georgian 86.8%, Azeri 6.3%, Armenian 4.5%, Russian 0.7%, other 1.7%

Religion

Orthodox Christian - 83.9%, Muslim 9.9%, Armenian-Gregorian 3.9%, 
Catholic 0.8%, other 0.8%, none 0.7% 

Language

Georgian - a member of South Caucasian (or Kartvelian) branch of the 
Caucasian language family. 

Alphabet

Georgian alphabet is one of the oldest in the world and it is among the 
world's 14 alphabets. 
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Alphabet
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History
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- According to archaeological excavations in the territory of Georgia there are the first hominids in Europe 1.8 

million years ago. 

- Georgia became a kingdom about 4 B.C. and Christianity was introduced in A.D. 337. 

- During the reign of Queen Tamara (1184 - 1213), its territory included the whole of Transcaucasia. 

Ikalto Academy -11 -12th Centuries Gelati Academy -12th Century



History
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Post Soviet Country.
1991 – Independence
2003 – Rose Revolution
Occupation - 20% of Georgia's territory is under Russian military occupation.



Education System
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https://mes.gov.ge/content.php?id=131&lang=eng

2005 – first student’ oriented curriculum
2011, 2018 – updated versions

Enrollment - 3 main national exams 
according to the Ministry of Education 
guidelines and instruction. 

https://mes.gov.ge/content.php?id=131&lang=eng


Teacher Preparation

Teacher Profession – not popular

- Master Degree (300 Credit points)

- Teacher preparation program (60 Credit points)

Teachers Standard - Statuses

A) a practicing teacher;

B) senior teacher;

C) leading teacher;

D) Mentor.
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Teacher Preparation

Non-Georgian teachers’ professional development program

- for promotion of non-Georgian school / sector teachers’ professional 
development and improvement of teaching / learning in order to enhance the 
quality of the state language teaching. 

Teach for Georgia

- for promotion of teaching and learning process by attracting qualified human 
resources and to ensure equal opportunities for getting general education in all 
public schools (The mountainous regions, as well as other parts of Georgia report 
the lack of teachers).
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Support for Education
Teacher preparation programs

Projects funded by EU Commission in Science Education:

- 2010 – 2012 – TEMPUS project SALiS (http://salislab.org/)

- 2012 – 2014 – FP7 project PROFILES (http://www.profiles-project.eu/)

- 2013 – 2016 – FP7 project Chain Reaction (https://chain-
reaction.iliauni.edu.ge/)

- 2016 – 2019 – ERASMUS project ARTIST* (http://erasmus-artist.eu)

- 2019 – 2023 – ERASMUS project ESTA* (https://esta-project.eu/)
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Cooperation with Philippines
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September, 2014 – ALOP (Active Learning in Optics and Photonics) workshop at Ilia State University 
UNESCO, ICTP Triest

Prof. David Sokoloff – University of Oregon, USA
Dr. Alex Mazzolini - Swinburne University of Technology, Australia
Ivan Culaba - Ateneo de Manila University, Phillippines



Cooperation with Philippines
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Erasmus project ARTIST (2016-2019) - http://www.erasmus-artist.eu/

The focus of ARTIST - to innovate science education 

through classroom‐based and teacher‐driven Action Research.

Coordinator - University of Bremen, Germany

Philippines – Ateneo de Manila University

De la Salle University, Manila

http://www.ateneo.edu/ls/sose/physics


ARTIST in Manila
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ESTA - Education Science Teacher for All
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Objectives of the Project

• ESTA aims to improve the level of competencies in HEI in partner 
countries by professionalization and development of university 
science teacher educators regarding diversity in science classes (focus 
on language and culture). 

• The teacher educators will share their knowledge and skills with in-
service and pre-service science teachers, and thereby contribute to a 
more inclusive and higher quality science teaching.
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ESTA partners from Georgia

• Ilia State University, Tbilisi

• Iakob Gogebashvili State University, Telavi
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ESTA at Ilia State University

• ESTA course for pre-service science teachers

• ESTA course for in-service science teachers

Workshop (in-service) – May-June 2022

- Online sessions

- F2F meetings and workshops

12 Science teachers  - Tbilisi (capital) Schools
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Materials for the Workshop

• Theoretical background (CLIL method)

• Practical experiments 

Science on Stage Europe - https://www.science-on-stage.eu/
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Lilu’s House
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Lilu’s House
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Lilu’s House

Ilia State University, Tbilisi, Georgia
Science Education Research Centre SALiS



Lilu’s House
• What is Friction?
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Lilu’s House
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Lilu’s House
• Water Purification Centre
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Final Presentations
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Implementation of ESTA experiments
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Implementation of ESTA experiments

Ilia State University, Tbilisi, Georgia
Science Education Research Centre SALiS



Further Steps

Preparation of ESTA course for pre-service teacher
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Thank you for your attention!
დიდი მადლობა!

marika_kapanadze@iliauni.edu.ge
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Higher education

Enrollment - 3 main national exams according to the Ministry of Education 
guidelines and instruction. 

Three types of HEIs:
• University –all three cycles of higher education and scientific research;

• Teaching University – the second cycle – Master’s educational programme/programmes;

• College – only the first cycle academic higher education programmes.

56 stately recognized (authorized) HEIs:
- 19 public 

- 37 private
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